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Topics for Discussion
Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOAs)

•
•
•
•
•

Describing and understanding them
Finding and choosing them
Seeing NCI’s FOAs in the world of FOAs
Applying to them
Resources and Tutorials

•
•

NIH RePORT (https://report.nih.gov/index.aspx)
NIH RePORTER (https://projectreporter.nih.gov)
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https://report.nih.gov/index.aspx
https://projectreporter.nih.gov/
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TYPES OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS (FOAs)

NIH advertises availability of grant support through funding opportunity
announcements (FOAs).
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SPECIFIC TYPES OF FOAs



Six important Parent PAs are:
R01
•

•

•

PA-20-185 - NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01 Clinical Trial Not Allowed), 
on which 22 NIH Institutes/Centers (ICs) participate, including the NCI.
PA-20-183 - NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01 Clinical Trial Required), on 
which 9 ICs participate fully and five conditionally, but not the NCI.
PA-20-184 - NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01 Basic Experimental 
Studies with Humans Required), on which 12 ICs participate, but not the NCI.

R21
•

•

PA-20-195 - NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Program (Parent 
R21 Clinical Trial Not Allowed), on which 14 ICs participate, but not the NCI.
PA-20-194 - NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Program (Parent 
R21 Clinical Trial Required), on which 9 ICs participate fully and two 
conditionally, but not the NCI.

R03
• PA-20-200 - NIH Small Research Grant Program (Parent R03 Clinical Trial Not 

Allowed), on which 10 ICs participate, but not the NCI.
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-20-185.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/pa-20-183.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/pa-20-184.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/pa-20-195.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-20-194.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-20-200.html


NCI 
Program 
Directors:
Concept 

Developed

Division/Office: 
Director 
Approval

Formal 
Scientific 
Program 

Leadership 
(SPL) 

Approval

Concept 
Approved

FOA

Board of 
Scientific 
Advisors 
(BSA): 

RFA onlySPL 
Approval: 

PAR; 
RFA

FOA: 
Revie
w @ 
NIH 

Guide

FOA: 
Draft

t-end (min) = 3 months
t-end (max) = 1 year

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t P
ro

ce
ss

 fo
r F

O
As

 a
t t

he
 N

C
I

t-zero = begin FOA 
development process

1

2

3

4

5

Entry of 
Concept in 

CATS

If clinical 
trial(s) 

possible, 
CTROC 

Approval

FOA:
Revie

w 
@NCI

FOA: 
Cycle
s of 

Editin
g NOTICE OF 

SPECIAL 
INTEREST 

(NOSI)



9



10



11

HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT FOA
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/video/choose-
FOA/story_html5.html

•
•

NIH GRANTS AND FUNDING
NCI Research Funding Opportunities

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html?Activity_Code=&Expdate_On_After=&OrderOn=RelDate&OrderDirection=DESC&OpeningDate_On_After=&maxreldate=2016-01-13%2013%3A49%3A42.0&Parent_FOA=All&PrimaryICActive=Any&RelDate_On_After=&Status=1&SearchTerms=&PAsToo=1&RFAsToo=1&NoticesToo=0&TitleText=&AppPackage=Any&Activity_Code_Groups=&Include_Sponsoring=1&SearchTermOperator=Logical_OR#/
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/grants-funding/funding-opportunities
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html?Activity_Code=&Expdate_On_After=&OrderOn=RelDate&OrderDirection=DESC&OpeningDate_On_After=&maxreldate=2016-01-13%2013%3A49%3A42.0&Parent_FOA=All&PrimaryICActive=Any&RelDate_On_After=&Status=1&SearchTerms=&PAsToo=1&RFAsToo=1&NoticesToo=0&TitleText=&AppPackage=Any&Activity_Code_Groups=&Include_Sponsoring=1&SearchTermOperator=Logical_OR#/
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The NIH Guide for Grants and 
Contracts

The NIH Guide for Grants and 
Contracts is NIH's official publication 
of notices of grant policies, 
guidelines and funding opportunity 
announcements (FOAs). 

We publish daily and issue a table of 
contents weekly.

Learn more about the NIH Guide 
and subscribe to receive updates 
today!

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/WeeklyIndexMobile.cfm?WeekEnding=09-10-2021
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/about-nih-guide-to-grants-and-contracts.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/listserv_dev.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html?Activity_Code=&Expdate_On_After=&OrderOn=RelDate&OrderDirection=DESC&OpeningDate_On_After=&maxreldate=2016-01-13%2013%3A49%3A42.0&Parent_FOA=All&PrimaryICActive=Any&RelDate_On_After=&Status=1&SearchTerms=&PAsToo=1&RFAsToo=1&NoticesToo=0&TitleText=&AppPackage=Any&Activity_Code_Groups=&Include_Sponsoring=1&SearchTermOperator=Logical_OR#/
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How to Apply - Application Guide

Understand Funding Opportunities

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html?Activity_Code=&Expdate_On_After=&OrderOn=RelDate&OrderDirection=DESC&OpeningDate_On_After=&maxreldate=2016-01-13%2013%3A49%3A42.0&Parent_FOA=All&PrimaryICActive=Any&RelDate_On_After=&Status=1&SearchTerms=&PAsToo=1&RFAsToo=1&NoticesToo=0&TitleText=&AppPackage=Any&Activity_Code_Groups=&Include_Sponsoring=1&SearchTermOperator=Logical_OR#/
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Types of Notices
Notices in the NIH Guide are used to announce:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Policies and procedures (Notice of Information);
Changes to FOAs (Notice of Correction or Change);
Some contract solicitations (Request for Proposal; RFP);
Requests for Information (Request for Information; RFI);
Other general information items; and (now)
Notices of Special Interest (NOSIs).

A Notice that announces a change to an
FOA is always added as a hyperlinked
“Related Notice” on the first page of the
FOA.
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Notices of Special Interest (NOSIs)
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NIH RePORT – RePORTER

https://reporter.nih.gov/

https://reporter.nih.gov/
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Academic Research Enhancement Award (AREA; REAP; R15) Grants
PAR-21-155 (Clinical Trial Not Allowed) and PAR-21-154 (Clinical Trial Required)

AREA grants support small-scale research projects in the biomedical and
behavioral sciences conducted by faculty and students at educational
institutions that are predominantly focused on undergraduate education
and that have not been major recipients of NIH research grant funds.

REAP grants support small-scale research projects proposed by faculty
members of eligible, domestic institutions to involve undergraduate and/or
graduate students at health professional schools or graduate schools (that
have not been major recipients of NIH research grant funds) in the
conduct of meritorious research projects.
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MERIT Award (R37) Extension: The Request,
Review, and Award Process

25

•

•

•

•

•

The National Cancer Institute (NCI) Method to Extend Research in Time 
(MERIT) (R37) Award provides extended grant support to Early Stage 
Investigators (ESIs).

By providing such an opportunity for longer term support to ESIs, the NCI 
intends to offer flexibility and opportunity for creativity and innovation and 
additional time to successfully launch their careers and to become more 
established before having to submit renewal applications (NOI-CA-180-037).

The objective of the NCI's ESI MERIT Award is to allow eligible investigators 
the opportunity to obtain up to 7 years of support in two segments.

The initial approved duration of the award.

A 2-year extension.

Request for Extension: PAR-21-138, Method to Extend Research in Time (MERIT) Award 
Extension Request (Type 4)

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-138.html
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Thank you for listening!

Questions?

Program Coordination & Referral Branch
Ananda Gupta

E-mail: guptaa3@mail.nih.gov

Or:

Referral Officer
National Cancer Institute (NCI)

Telephone: 240-276-6390
Email: ncirefof@dea.nci.nih.gov
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mailto:guptaa3@mail.nih.gov
mailto:ncirefof@dea.nci.nih.gov
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